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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments, see page 9, lines 9-11, filed 30 April 2008, with respect to the rejection of 
claims 13 and 14 under 35 U.S.C. § 101 have been fully considered and are persuasive. The rejection of 
claims 13 and 14 under 35 U.S.C. § 101 has been withdrawn. 

2. Applicant's arguments filed 30 April 2008 have been fully considered but they are not persuasive. 
Applicant's arguments are directed to the limitations newly added to the independent claims. Therefore, 
Applicant's arguments are fully addressed by the prior art rejections set forth below. The new grounds of 
rejection, taken from other passages of the previously cited prior art references, have been necessitated by 
the present amendments to the claims. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC§ 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the basis 
for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or 
in public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for 
patent in the United States. 

4. Claims 1, 3-9 and 13-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Murata 
(USPN 6,111,659). 

Regarding claim 1: Murata discloses a data processing device having one or more functions 
(figure 1 of Murata), the device comprising: a storage unit that stores various types of data (column 6, 
lines 40-46 of Murata - storage unit is the memory card that is inserted into the PC card slot (89) - both 
image data and print control data are stored on memory card); an interface that is structured to be 
connected to a terminal device (figure 2 and column 8, lines 55-60 of Murata - PC card controller (88) is 
connected to and communicates with CPU (85) of data processing device via an interface (83) [as shown 
in figure 2 of Murata]), the interface allowing the terminal device to access the storing unit to read and 
write the various types of data when the terminal device is connected to the interface (column 8, lines 55- 
60 and column 9, lines 5-12 of Murata - the connected computer terminal can read and process print 
data from the storing unit [column 8, lines 55-60 of Murata] and write image and command data to the 
storing unit [column 9, lines 5-12 of Murata]), the storing unit being capable of being recognized as an 
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external storage device (column 8, lines 52-57 of Murata - through the PC card controller (88) 
[corresponding to terminal device], memory card recognized as external storage device upon insertion 
into the PC card slot (89)); and a function implementing unit (figure l(85(portion)) and column 6, lines 
4-5 of Murata - CPU controls entire data processing device [digital copying machine] -function 
implementing unit corresponds to portions of embodied software routines executed by the CPU that are 
used to perform the functions stored on the memory card) that executes a process to implement one of the 
one or more functions that is indicated by instruction data when the instruction data is stored in the 
storing unit by the terminal device (column 6, lines 41-45 and lines 54-58 of Murata - if scan job 
command file or print job command file with associated image data is stored on memory card, scanning 
or printing commands executed). 

Regarding claim 3: Murata discloses a reading unit that implements a scanner function to read a 
prescribed image as image data, wherein the function implementing unit instructs the reading unit to read 
an image as image data when read instruction data for instructing that an image be read using the scanner 
function is stored in the storing unit (column 6, lines 54-58 of Murata). 

Regarding claim 4: Murata discloses that the function implementing unit instructs the reading 
unit to read the image and produce the image data representing the image and thereafter stores the image 
data read by the reading unit in the storing unit (column 6, lines 54-58 of Murata). 

Regarding claim 5: Murata discloses a printing unit that implements a printer function to print 
an image on a printing medium based on image data, wherein the function implementing unit instructs the 
printing unit to print an image based on the image data when print instruction data indicating that an 
image be printed with the printer function and the image data are stored in the storing unit (column 6, 
lines 40-46 of Murata). 

Regarding claim 6: Murata discloses that when notification instruction data for requesting a 
notification of settings related to one of the one or more functions is stored in the storing unit, the 
function implementing unit stores content notification data in the storing unit indicating settings related to 
a function for which the notification instruction data requests notification (figure 3; figure 5; figure 6; and 
column 8, lines 27-40 of Murata - settings of the print job are stored as part of the overall print job 
instruction data; recorded settings can be altered for each page of the print job [column 8, lines 38-40 of 
Murata] , tints giving further notification of settings as needed). 

Regarding claim 7: Murata discloses that when the modification instruction data for requesting 
an update of settings related to one of the one or more functions is stored in the storing unit, the function 
implementing unit updates settings for a function instructed to be updated by the modification instruction 
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data (column 8, lines 27-40 of Murata - settings of the print job are stored as part of the overall print job 
instruction data; recorded settings can be modified for each page of the print job [column 8, lines 38-40 
of Murata], thus updating the print job settings as needed). 

Regarding claim 8: Murata discloses a terminal device used when connected to and capable of 
performing communications with a data processing device (column 8, lines 55-60 of Murata - PC card 
controller (88) is connected to and communicates with CPU (85) of data processing device) including a 
storing unit that stores various types of data (column 6, lines 40-46 of Murata - storage unit is the 
memory card that is inserted into the PC card slot (89) - both image data and print control data are 
stored on memory card), an interface that is structured to be connected to a terminal device (figure 2 and 
column 8, lines 55-60 of Murata - PC card controller (88) is connected to and communicates with CPU 
(85) of data processing device via an interface (83) [as shown in figure 2 of Murata]), and allows the 
terminal device to access the storing unit to read and write the various types of data (column 8, lines 55- 
60 and column 9, lines 5- 12 of Murata - the connected computer terminal can read and process print 
data from the storing unit [column 8, lines 55-60 of Murata] and write image and command data to the 
storing unit [column 9, lines 5-12 of Murata]), and a function implementing unit (figure 1 (85(portion)) 
and column 6, lines 4-5 of Murata - CPU controls entire data processing device [digital copying 
machine] - function implementing unit corresponds to portions of embodied software routines executed 
by the CPU that are used to perform the functions stored on the memory card) that executes a process to 
implement a function indicated by instruction data when the instruction data is stored in the storing unit 
(column 6, lines 41-45 and lines 54-58 of Murata - if scan job command file or print job command file 
with associated image data is stored on memory card, scanning or printing commands executed), the 
terminal device comprising: an instruction data generating unit that receives user operations and generates 
the instruction data instructing the data processing device to implement the function (figure 3 and column 
7, lines 2-7 of Murata), and an instruction data storing unit that stores the instruction data into the storing 
unit of the data processing device via the interface (column 9, lines 5-12 of Murata). 

Regarding claim 9: Murata discloses a reading unit that implements a scanner function to read 
an image as image data, wherein the function implementing unit instructs the reading unit to read an 
image as image data when read instruction data for instructing that an image be read using the scanner 
function is stored in the storing unit (column 6, lines 54-58 of Murata), the read instruction data being 
generated by the instruction data generating unit (column 10, lines 47-56 of Murata) and stored in the 
instruction data storing unit provided in the data processing device (column 9, lines 5-12 of Murata), the 
terminal device further comprising: a terminal-end storing unit that stores various types of data (see, e.g., 
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column 7, lines 2-5 and column 10, lines 47-56 of Murata- various types of data stored on the memory 
card, such as print instructions, image data, scan job instruction, and so on); and an image data storage 
commanding unit that stores the image data in the terminal-end storing unit after the instruction data 
storing unit stores the read instruction data in the storing unit provided in the data processing device when 
the image data is stored in the storing unit (column 8, lines 27-3 1 of Murata - if print instructions are 
stored, the image data is stored after the print instructions have been accepted from the user). 

Regarding claim 11: Murata discloses that when notification instruction data for requesting a 
notification of settings related to a function is stored in the storing unit, the function implementing unit 
stores content notification data in the storing unit indicating settings related to a function for which the 
notification instruction data requests notification (column 8, lines 27-40 of Murata - settings of the print 
job are stored as part of the overall print job instruction data; recorded settings for processing the stored 
content can be modified for each page of the print job [column 8, lines 38-40 of Murata], thus giving 
further notification of the print job sellings as needed), the notification instruction data being generated 
by the instruction data generating unit (column 9, lines 5-13 of Murata - all instructions for print job 
generated based on user input) and stored in the storing unit provided in the data processing device by the 
instruction data storing unit (column 9, lines 5-12 of Murata), the terminal device further comprising: and 
a content notifying unit that reports settings indicated by the content notification data when the content 
notification data is stored in the storing unit, after the instruction data storage commanding unit stores the 
notification instruction data in the storing unit provided in the data processing device {figures 5-6 and 
column 8, lines 27-35 of Murata -print job content settings generated by user input in dialog display box 
[locally at data processing device, and thus stored in resident memory] and then stored in a particular 
format). 

Regarding claim 13: Murata discloses a computer-readable storage medium embedded with a 
computer-executable program for controlling a data processing device (column 6, lines 4-5 of Murata - 

CPU, by executing programs in memory [ROM and RAM], controls the data processing device [digital 
copying machine]) that is connected in use to a terminal device so as to be capable of performing data 
communications therebetween (column 8, lines 55-60 of Murata - PC card controller (88) is connected to 
and communicates with CPU (85) of data processing device), and an interface that is structured to be 
connected to the terminal device (figure 2 and column 8, lines 55-60 of Murata - PC card controller (88) 
is connected to and communicates with CPU (85) of data processing device via an interface (83) [as 
shown in figure 2 of Murata]) to allow the terminal device to access a data storing unit to read and write 
the various types of data (column 8, lines 55-60 and column 9, lines 5-12 of Murata - the connected 
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computer terminal can read and process print data from the storing unit [column 8, lines 55-60 of 
Murata] and write image and command data to the storing unit [column 9, lines 5-12 of MurataJ), the 
program comprising: a program of enabling the terminal device to recognize a data storing unit of the data 
processing device as an external storage device so as to enable the terminal device to be accessible to the 
data storing unit (column 8, lines 52-57 of Murata - through the PC card controller (88) [corresponding 
to terminal device], memory card recognized as external storage device upon insertion into the PC card 
slot (89)); a program of allowing the terminal device to access a data storing unit to read and write the 
various types of data via the interface (column 8, lines 55-60 and column 9, lines 5-12 of Murata - the 
connected computer terminal can read and process print data from the storing unit [column 8, lines 55- 
60 of MurataJ and write image and command data to the storing unit [column 9, lines 5-12 of Murata]); 
and a program of executing a process to implement a function of the data processing device that is 
indicated by instruction data when the instruction data is stored in the storing unit (column 6, lines 41-45 
and lines 54-58 of Murata - if scan job command file or print job command file with associated image 
data is stored on memory card, scanning or printing commands executed). 

Regarding claim 14: Murata discloses a computer-readable storage medium embedded with a 
computer-executable program for controlling a terminal device that is connected in use to a data 
processing device so as to be capable of performing data communications therebetween (column 8, lines 
55-60 of Murata - PC card controller (88) is connected to and communicates with CPU (85) of data 
processing device), and an interface that is structured to be connected to the terminal device (figure 2 and 
column 8, lines 55-60 of Murata - PC card controller (88) is connected to and communicates with CPU 
(85) of data processing device via an interface (83) [as shown in figure 2 of MurataJ) to allow the 
terminal device to access a data storing unit to read and write the various types of data (column 8, lines 
55-60 and column 9, lines 5-12 of Murata - the connected computer terminal can read and process print 
data from the storing unit [column 8, lines 55-60 of MurataJ and write image and command data to the 
storing unit [column 9, lines 5-12 of MurataJ), the program comprising: a program of enabling the 
terminal device to recognize a data storing unit of the data processing device as an external storage device 
so as to enable the terminal device to be accessible to the data storing unit (column 8, lines 52-57 of 
Murata - through the PC card controller (88) [corresponding to terminal device], memory card 
recognized as external storage device upon insertion into the PC card slot (89)); a program of receiving 
user operations and generating instruction data instructing the data processing device to implement a 
function (figure 3 and column 7, lines 2-7 of Murata); and a program of storing the instruction data into 
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the storing unit of the data processing device via the interface (column 10, lines 47-56 of Murata - scan 
job instructions generated based on user input and stored in memory card). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC§103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 

rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as 
set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be 
patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at 
the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject 
matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was 
made. 

6. Claims 2, 10, 12 and 15-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Murata (USPN 6,111,659) in view of Yoneta (USPN 6,359,699 Bl). 

Regarding claim 2: Murata does not disclose expressly an instruction data deletion commanding 
unit that deletes the instruction data from the storing unit after the function implementing unit implements 
a function indicated by the instruction data. 

Yoneta discloses an instruction data deletion commanding unit that deletes the instruction data 
from the storing unit after the function implementing unit implements a function indicated by the 
instruction data (figure 8(S8-15) and column 8, lines 20-25 of Yoneta). 

Murata and Yoneta are combinable because they are from similar problem solving areas, namely 
how to best manage information used in executing various processes, wherein said information is stored 
on separate memory devices. At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art to optionally delete instruction data after the instruction data is used to implement 
particular functions, as taught by Yoneta. The motivation for doing so would have been to keep certain 
information secure by allowing the information to be used only when specifically needed. A further 
motivation for doing so would have been to allow an end user to use the information only to the extent 
that the end user has paid for access to the information. Therefore, it would have been obvious to 
combine Yoneta with Murata to obtain the invention as specified in claim 2. 

Regarding claim 10: Murata does not disclose expressly an image data deletion commanding 
unit that deletes the image data stored in the storing unit provided in the data processing device when the 
image data is stored in the terminal-end storing unit according to a command from the image data storage 
commanding unit. 
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Yoneta discloses a data deletion commanding unit that deletes the data stored in the storing unit 
provided in the data processing device when the data is stored in the terminal-end (IC) storing unit 
according to a command from the data storage commanding unit (figure 8(S8-15) and column 8, lines 20- 
25 of Yoneta). 

Murata and Yoneta are combinable because they are from similar problem solving areas, namely 
how to best manage information used in executing various processes, wherein said information is stored 
on separate memory devices. At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art to optionally delete data after the data is used in implementing particular 
functions, as taught by Yoneta, wherein said data is the image data taught by Murata. The motivation for 
doing so would have been to keep certain information secure by allowing the information to be used only 
when specifically needed. A further motivation for doing so would have been to allow an end user to use 
the information only to the extent that the end user has paid for access to the information. Therefore, it 
would have been obvious to combine Yoneta with Murata to obtain the invention as specified in claim 10. 

Regarding claim 12: Murata does not disclose expressly a content notification data deletion 
commanding unit that deletes the content notification data stored in the storing unit provided in the data 
processing device when the content notifying unit reports settings indicated by the content notification 
data. 

Yoneta discloses a content data deletion commanding unit that deletes the content data stored in 
the storing unit provided in the data processing device when the content unit reports settings indicated by 
the content data (figure 8(S8-15) and column 8, lines 20-25 of Yoneta). 

Murata and Yoneta are combinable because they are from similar problem solving areas, namely 
how to best manage information used in executing various processes, wherein said information is stored 
on separate memory devices. At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art to optionally delete content data after the content data is used in implementing 
particular functions, as taught by Yoneta, wherein said content data is the content notification data taught 
by Murata. The motivation for doing so would have been to keep certain information secure by allowing 
the information to be used only when specifically needed. A further motivation for doing so would have 
been to allow an end user to use the information only to the extent that the end user has paid for access to 
the information. Therefore, it would have been obvious to combine Yoneta with Murata to obtain the 
invention as specified in claim 12. 

Regarding claim 15: Murata discloses a reading unit that implements a scanner function to read 
a prescribed image as image data, wherein the function implementing unit instructs the reading unit to 
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read an image as image data when read instruction data for instructing that an image be read using the 
scanner function is stored in the storing unit (column 6, lines 54-58 of Murata). 

Regarding claim 16: Murata discloses a printing unit that implements a printer function to print 
an image on a printing medium based on image data, wherein the function implementing unit instructs the 
printing unit to print an image based on the image data when print instruction data indicating that an 
image be printed with the printer function and the image data are stored in the storing unit (column 6, 
lines 40-46 of Murata). 

Regarding claim 17: Murata discloses that when notification instruction data for requesting a 
notification of settings related to one of the one or more functions is stored in the storing unit, the 
function implementing unit stores content notification data in the storing unit indicating settings related to 
a function for which the notification instruction data requests notification (figure 3; figure 5; figure 6; and 
column 8, lines 27-40 of Murata - settings of the print job are stored as part of the overall print job 
instruction data; recorded settings can be altered for each page of the print job [column 8, lines 38-40 of 
Murata], thus giving further notification of settings as needed). 

Regarding claim 18: Murata discloses that when the modification instruction data for requesting 
an update of settings related to one of the one or more functions is stored in the storing unit, the function 
implementing unit updates settings for a function instructed to be updated by the modification instruction 
data (column 8, lines 27-40 of Murata - settings of the print job are stored as part of the overall print job 
instruction data; recorded settings can be modified for each page of the print job [column 8, lines 38-40 
of Murata], thus updating the print job settings as needed). 

Conclusion 

7. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this Office 
action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). Applicant is 
reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1. 136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE MONTHS from 
the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO MONTHS of the mailing 
date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH 
shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action 
is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX 
MONTHS from the date of this final action. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner should 
be directed to James A. Thompson whose telephone number is (571)272-7441. The examiner can 
normally be reached on 8 :30AM- 5:00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
Edward L. Coles can be reached on 571-272-7402. The fax phone number for the organization where this 
application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application 
Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may be obtained 
from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available 
through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer 
Service Representative or access to the automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR 
CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/James A Thompson/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2625 
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